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Appendix 1: Timeline of Bristol-Weymouth line 

Year Date Event 
1845 30 June Promotion and authorisation to construct 
1848  Wilts, Somerset & Weymouth railway opens 

from Chippenham to Westbury  
1850 14 March  Sold to GWR 

Opened Westbury-Frome 
1856 1 September Opened Frome-Yeovil 
1857 20 January Opened to Weymouth 
1858  Double tracked Yeovil-Evershot 
1861 1 June LSWR line from Yeovil Junction to Yeovil Town 

opened
1874 18-22 June Conversion to standard gauge 
1882 - Doubling Evershot-Maiden Newton 
1884 - Doubling Maiden Newton- Grimstone 
1885 - Doubling Grimstone- Dorchester 
1950 - Transfer from Western to Southern region 
1959 - Boat train service stopped 
1960 - Through trains to Paddington stopped 
1962 - Transfer from Southern to Western region  

(with exception of Dorchester West) 
1966 - Closure of rural halts  
1966-
1968 

- Rail service between Yeovil Pen Mill and Yeovil 
Junction 

26 May Yeovil-Maiden Newton single tracked 1968 

9 June Maiden Newton- Dorchester single tracked 
[Harrell 1986, Mitchell & Smith 1990] 

Appendix 2: Number of daily passenger rail services for selected dates  

Rail services between Weymouth and Yeovil Pen Mill 
Year Number of weekday 

services
Number of weekend services 

1857 6  

1869 5  

1906 10  

(Not known) 

1961 20 7 on Sundays 

1974 7 6 on Sundays; 1 on winter Sundays 

1989 9 12 on Saturdays; 7 on summer Sundays 

2003 8 8 on Saturdays 
3 on winter Sundays, 8 summer Sundays 

Note: information for services in one 
direction only  
[Mitchell & Smith 1990]
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Appendix 3: Timeline of franchising events on the Bristol-Weymouth line  

Year Date Event 
1993  Railways Act- paved way for privatised companies to 

run trains, lease trains and maintain infrastructure 
1996 13 October Wales & West transferred to private sector control 

12 October SRA announces that a new Wessex franchise will take 
over Wales & West services in England and some SWT  
services including Exeter- Waterloo line 

2000

23 November Invitations to bid for new franchise announced 
October Winter timetable sees Wessex franchise begin with 

‘caretaker’ operation by Wales & West 
2001

19 December  SRA announces its Franchising Policy. This examines 
and supports the longer-term benefits of franchise 
amalgamation and simplification, especially at London 
termini 

13 March Consultation begins on combining franchises using 
Paddington (Thames & Great Western)  

13 March SRA declare that transferral of Exeter- Waterloo 
services to Wessex franchise ‘now conflicts with ideal 
of simplifying interfaces’
States these services best left with SWT and if so, the 
‘most appropriate outcome’ would be to combine 
Wessex franchise with new Paddington-based franchise

11 July  Responses to March consultation published. The 
Wessex Rail Partnership opposes merger.  
Dorset County and Weymouth & Portland Borough 
Councils support retention of Exeter services with SWT 
If Wessex franchise is amalgamated, Dorset County 
and W&PB Councils wish to see merger with Great 
Western.
- West Dorset and South Somerset gave no response 

2002

6 November SRA announce intention to create a ‘Greater Western’ 
franchise amalgamating Great Western, Thames & 
Wessex franchises no later than 2006. 
Wessex Trains state ‘whilst this was not the decision 
we had sought, we welcome this announcement in that 
it brings clarity for our passengers’

2003 15 January  SRA awards SWT extended franchise until 2007.  
SWT will continue to run Exeter-Waterloo line 

2006 Early 2006 Greater Western Franchise begins. This amalgamates 
Wessex, Thames & Great Western Trains. The B-W line 
will change ownership for 4th time in 10 years 

Sources:  Welsby 1996 
  SRA 2000 

SRA 2001 
SRA 2002 
SRA 2002b 
SRA 2002c 
Wessex Trains 2002 
South West Trains 2003 
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Appendix 5: Connections at Castle Cary and Westbury 

SERVICES OUT OF DORSET (Northbound) 

Connections: Bristol-bound services onto London-bound trains 
Mondays to Fridays 

Arrive Castle 
Cary

Connecting
trains to 
London

Wait
time

(mins)

Arrive 
Westbury

Connecting
trains to 
London

Wait
time

(mins)
0635 0646 11 0709 0806 57 
0753 0928 95 0820  0947 87 + 
0936 1230 174 1004  1246 166 + 
1159 1230 31 1227 1246 19 
1357 1431 34 1424 1450 26 
1555 1626 31 1623 1645 22 
1815 1831 16 1845 1850 5 
2055 # - 2123 # - 

Saturdays 
0751 0928 97 0818+ 0946 88 
0939 1126 107 1004+ 1145 101 
1146 1331 105 1213+ 1350 97 
1252 1331 39 1323 1350 27 
1554 1731 97 1621+ 1750 89 
1826 2031 125 1853+ 2050 117 
2055 # - 2123+ # - 

+ quicker connections via Bath Spa 
# possible via Bath Spa 

Connections: Bristol-bound services onto Exeter-bound trains 
Mondays to Fridays 
Arrive Castle 

Cary
Connecting

trains to Exeter 
Wait
time

(mins)

Arrive 
Westbury

Connecting
trains to 
Exeter 

Wait
time

(mins)
0635 1014 205 0709 0955 166 
0753 1014 127 0820 0955 95 
0936 1014 38 1004 1056 52 
1159 1414 135 1227 1248 21 
1357 1414 17 1424 1555 91 
1555 1614 19 1623 1759 96 
1815 1820 5 1845 1900 15 
2055 2114 19 2123 2155 32 

Saturdays 
0751 1014 143 0818 0955 97 
0939 1014 35 1004 1056 52 
1146 1310 143 1213 1251 39 
1252 1310 18 1323 1351 28 
1554 1814 140 1621 1647 26 
1826 1914/2014* 48, 108 1853 1856/1956* 3, 63 
2055 2153 58 2123 2135 12 

* dependent on engineering works 
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SERVICES INTO DORSET (Southbound) 

Connections: London-bound services onto Weymouth-bound trains 
Mondays to Fridays 
Arrive Castle 

Cary
Connecting

trains to 
Weymouth

Wait
time

(mins)

Arrive 
Westbury

Connecting
trains to 

Weymouth

Wait
time

(mins)
~ 0724 - + 0658 - 
~ 0944 - + 0918 - 

1014 1047 33 0955 1020 25 
1114 1321 127 1056, 1248 1255 119, 7 
1414 1554 100 1356 1522 86 
1614 1747 93 1555, 1611 1720 85, 69 
1820 1845 25 1759 1819 20 

1917, 2017, 
2114

2146 149, 89, 
32

1900, 1959, 
2055

2119 139, 80, 
24

2214 # - 2155 # - 
Saturdays 

~ 0821 - + 0755 - 
1014 1022 8 + 0945 - 

1114, 1310 1322 128, 12 0955, 1056, 
1251

1257 182, 121, 
6

1504 1554 50 1351, 1447 1520 89, 33 
- 1750 - 1611, 1647 1720 69, 33 

1814 1846 32 1756 1816 20 
1914/2014*, 

2053
2147 153/93, 

54
1856/ 

1956*, 2035 
2120 144/ 84, 

45
2153 # - 2135 # -  

~ No trains arrive at Castle Cary from London before 1014 
+ No trains arrive at Westbury from London before 0955 
# No connecting trains 
* dependent on engineering works 

Connections: Exeter-bound services onto Weymouth-bound trains 
Mondays to Fridays 
Arrive Castle 

Cary
Connecting

trains to 
Weymouth

Wait
time

(mins)

Arrive 
Westbury

Connecting
trains to 

Weymouth

Wait
time

(mins)
0646 0724 38 + 0658 - 

0747, 0928 0944 117, 16 0705, 0806 0918 133, 72 
- 1047 - 0947 1020 33 

1230 1321 51 1200, 1248 1255 55, 7 
1431 1554 83 1450 1522 32 
1626 1747 81 1645 1720 35 
1831 1845 14 - 1819 - 
2032 2146 74 1851, 2051 2119 148, 28 

Saturdays 
0731 0821 50 + 0755 - 
0928 1022 54 0751 0945 114 
1126 1322 116 0947, 1145, 

1157
1257 190, 72, 

60
1331, 1526 1554 143, 28 1350 1520 90 

1731 1750 19 1545 1720 95 
- 1846 - 1750 1816 26 

2031 2147 76 1840, 2050 2120 160, 30 
+ No trains arrive at Westbury from Exeter to meet the early Weymouth trains 

Source: (2003 winter timetables)  Wessex Trains 2003b 
First Great Western 2003   
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Appendix 6: Case study station and parish fact files 

Station: Dorchester West 

Settlement served:       Dorchester 
                                  600m to town centre (Marks & Spencer) 
Settlement Size:  People Dwellings 

 Dorchester Parish 15,700 6,094 

Communications Dorchester lies on A35 trunk route and A37 and A354 
primary routes 

Other train 
services 

Dorchester South has hourly services to Poole, 
Bournemouth and stations to London Waterloo 
Interchange between services necessitates 5 min. walk 

Bus services Every 10 mins to Weymouth 
Hourly to Bridport and Crossways 
Daily services to Maiden Newton & Yeovil (212) 
Sherborne (216), Blandford (184), Poole (187) and 
Wareham (102) 

Services Accident & Emergency Hospital, District & County 
Councils, Middle & Upper Schools & sixth form 
205 shops and large range of services 

Station: Maiden Newton 

Settlement served:       adjacent to Maiden Newton village 

 People Dwellings 

Maiden Newton Parish 930 382 

Frome Vauchurch Parish 
( forms 1 settlement with above) 

140 66 

Settlement Size: 

Total 1,070 448 

Notes Populous, fairly nucleated settlement with significant ex-
council house stock 

Communications 2km W of A37 Primary Route 
Village lies on A357 County Distributor Route 

Bus services 
(weekday)

10 services daily to Dorchester 
5 services daily to Yeovil 

Services Pub, Post Office, Shop, Primary School 

Station: Chetnole 

Settlement served:       close to Chetnole village 
                                  2km the W of Leigh village  
                                  1km E of Stockwood hamlet 

 People Dwellings 

Chetnole Parish 360 142 

Leigh 520 199 

Stockwood Parish 20 # 

Settlement Size: 

Total 900 341# 

Notes Leigh and Chetnole parishes consist mainly of two loose-
knit villages, whilst Stockwood contains only a handful 
of cottages.

Communications 1.5km E of A37 Strategic Route 

Bus services Passing: 4 (Mon-Sat) 

Services Chetnole: Pub, Post Office, Shop 
Leigh: Post Office, Shop 
Stockwood: none 

# Stockwood dwelling figures aggregated with those of Ryme Intrinseca parish
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Station: Yetminster 

Settlement served:       Yetminster village 

 People Dwellings Settlement Size: 

Yetminster Parish 1,110 437 

Notes Yetminster has been much expanded over the last 30 
years with several suburban-style estates. Growth has 
slowed recently.  

Communications 4km E of A37 Strategic Route 

Bus services Passing: 4 (Mon-Wed, Fri-Sat) 5 (Thurs) 
Village: additional 3 (Tue, Thurs-Sat) 

Services Pub, Post Office, Shop, Primary School, Surgery 

Station: Thornford 

Settlement served: 1km from Beer Hackett  
                             1.5km from Thornford 

 People Dwellings 

Thornford Parish 840 307 

Beer Hackett Parish  100 36 

Population: 

Total 940 343 

Notes Thornford, in similarity to Yetminster, has several 
estates built over the last 30 years. Beer Hackett has 
received very limited recent development.  

Communications 3km E of A37 Strategic Route 

Bus services Passing: 3 (Tue, Fri, Sat), 4 (Thurs) 
Thornford: additional 3 (Mon-Fri) 4 (Sat) 
Beer Hackett: none 

Services Beer Hackett: none 
Thornford: Pub, Post Office, Shop, Primary School 

Station: Yeovil Pen Mill 

Settlement served:       Yeovil (Somerset) 
                                   1400m to town centre (Marks & Spencer)  

 People Dwellings Settlement Size: 

Yeovil Town 40,100 15,521 

Communications Lies on A37 Primary Route and 8km SE of A303 Trunk 
Road

Bus services Hourly services from station to Sherborne and town 
centre

Services Accident & Emergency Hospital, Secondary Schools, 
Sixth Form, wide range of comparison shopping 

Notes:
# Stockwood dwelling figures aggregated with those of Ryme Intrinseca parish 
Population based on 2001 estimates 
Dwellings taken from 1991 census data 

References:
Simons 2003
Somerset County Council 2003 
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Appendix 8: Rail passenger interview form 

Rail Passenger Survey 2003 
Service Date Time Interview No. 

Weather Level of patronage 

Office use
Can I ask you a few questions about your journey today?  Yes No 

Are you travelling in a group? (How many in group?) Yes No 

Age      
Sex     

Can I ask your home postcode?     

Where did you start your journey today?      

How did you arrive at the station today?     

Which station have you travelled from?    

Which station are you travelling to on this
train?  

   

How will you continue your journey from 
there?

   

What is your final destination today?    

===========Possible cut-off point (depending on time constraints)============ 

If you hadn’t used the train today, how would 
you have travelled? 

   

Have you ever travelled by this means?     

What is the purpose of this trip?     

When did you last travel on this line before 
today?                Within the last week 
                          Within the last month 
                          Within the last year 
                          Rarely 
                          Never 

   

Too expensive    
About right    
I would be prepared to pay more for a 
service that is more convenient to me 

   

Thinking about local train 
services, is the price of 
train tickets-   

Don’t know    
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Have you ever 
-    Looked at the Wessex Trains website 
- Bought a ticket on the WT website 
- Looked at the Heart Of Wessex website     

Do you have a copy of the timetable booklet?    

Would you be interested in using a Sunday morning service 
- Where to? 
- Why?

Bristol BournemouthWhen did you last shop in: 

Bath London

Starting with the most important, 
what changes would you most like to 
see on this line?  

For example, trains, staff, stations, 
timetables, information?  
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